Ethyl alcohol and dilative cardiomyopathy.
The ethanol-induced dilative cardiomyopathy has a complex clinical and paraclinical picture because of the direct action of the alcohol and the indirect action of its metabolites on human myocardium and neuroendocrine system. Ventricular arrhythmias, atrial arrhythmias, and heart failure are significant and show a great sensitivity of the conduction system. Working myocardium is also affected, which is proved by the impaired systolic and diastolic function of the heart and by the nitroglycerine-resistant isovolumetric relaxation time.